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Ohio Business Gateway Opens for Municipal Tax
Municipal Net Profit Tax Filers Can Sign-up Now in State Centralized System

(For Release 2/5/2018)

(Columbus) — More than 400,000 Ohio businesses can now choose the benefit of centralized
filing of their municipal net profit tax return. Rather than file a tax return in each and every
municipality in which they earn income, business can now ‘opt-in’ and file just one return
through the Ohio Business Gateway (OBG).

Ohio Tax Commissioner Joe Testa says this centralized filing option is one the Ohio business
community asked for and worked hard to get implemented.

“Businesses have been complaining for decades about this part of the municipal tax system.
Having to file a separate tax return in many different communities is a huge and costly burden.
In meeting with multiple business groups, they made it clear to us that fixing this problem was
their top priority. The solution to that problem is available now.”

Testa says businesses that want to file their 2018 municipal net profit tax with the state, must
register with OBG by March 1%t. Once registered, they can file quarterly estimated returns and
payments through OBG. The first quarter payment is due April 15™. For convenience, taxpayers
can schedule the quarterly filing and payment dates for the year during one visit to OBG.

The Ohio Department of Taxation will process all returns and payments and distribute the
money to the appropriate communities. The Department will also handle all the administrative
functions including audits, appeals, and processing of annual returns. The 2018 tax return will
be due in April of 2019.

Testa says the Department of Taxation has estimated that business taxpayers could save $800
million a year in compliance costs if all eligible businesses opt to file through the state system.

“Registration at OBG is simple, and filing a single net profit tax return with the state will make
life a lot easier and a lot less expensive for our business taxpayers.”

Testa says businesses with questions or seeking more information should go to the
Department’s web site at tax.ohio.gov.
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